Bring living-wage union-made apparel to your campus with Alta Gracia!
United Students for Fair Trade is pumped to kick off our new campaign – bringing more living-wage union-made apparel to our campuses with Alta Gracia, a project rooted in a decade of student and worker organizing in the Dominican Republic which is changing the name of the game in the apparel industry!
Alta Gracia is the victory of a long fight, and a step in a wider effort to shape the garment industry. Check out this video about how students and workers made it happen!
This recent article in The Nation is also a great overview of the project. 
Alta Gracia hoodies and tees cost no more than leading brands, and in many cases it’s less expensive. Alta Gracia is the only brand in the industry yet to meet a high social justice standard in the following ways:
Living-wage Alta Gracia workers are paid more than three times the legal minimum wage paid in Free Trade Zones in the Dominican Republic. This salario digno was calculated by a cost of living study conducted by independent labor rights watchdog Workers Rights Consortium and allows workers and their families to live in dignity, providing all of their basic needs from education and nutrition to housing, transportation, health care and savings. Living-wages are transforming life in the town of Villa Altagracia – construction has picked up as workers invest in home improvements, workers have paid off old debt and some have even gotten loans to open their own businesses or pursue higher education. This video shows the impact in union leader Maritza Vargas’ family. 

Union Workers who live the day-in day-out realities of a workplace know best how to make conditions fair. An independent, democratically organized union at Alta Gracia serves as a voice for workers vis-a-vis management. Strong unions are the only reliable way to ensure accountability on the ground in a factory setting. 
Health and Safety Alta Gracia consulted with experts to ensure ideal working conditions, which are alarmingly absent from most garment factories. Every measure is taken at the Alta Gracia factory, from proper ventilation so workers don’t inhale lint and hurt their lungs, to emergency exits and clean drinking water, proper lighting so workers don’t strain their eyes, and ergonomically correct chairs so workers don’t strain their backs with repetitive motions.
Labor Rights Surveillance In-country field representatives from independent labor rights watchdog Worker Rights Consortium visit the factory at least once a week and meet with workers in the community where they can report about treatment free from the influence of management. Here’s WRC’s most recent report on standards at Alta Gracia – one of many the nonprofit regularly publishes online. WRC avoids conflict of interest: it never accepts any money from any company ever, which allows it to freely intervene and sound the alarm when labor violations occur in factories around the world regardless of what brands are implicated. 

A Step in a Bigger Fight! Alta Gracia exists because more than a decade of students and workers organizing together with United Students Against Sweatshops and especially their historic victories against Nike and Russell. Knights Apparel, Alta Gracia’s parent company, saw that if students had successfully organized to fight back against workers’ rights abusing brands, they would be willing to rally behind a brand that respected workers thoroughly. USAS and workers demanded that Alta Gracia set the social-justice bar high with living-wages and union rights, and Knights Apparel brings this exciting new option to over 400 bookstores nation-wide!
Not only does bringing more Alta Gracia to our campuses have a direct result for workers and their families in the Dominican Republic, but it is proving that living-wages and unions are not only possible, but in fact profitable! As Nike, Adidas, Underamour and other brands lose market share to Alta Gracia, the message is clear: clean up treatment of workers’ rights, or get out of our bookstores!
What can you do?

Launch the Alta Gracia campaign on your campus! Get on a USFT call to learn more about it or request an action packet!  Ask student groups to endorse Alta Gracia and build a coalition, get a petition going, and ask your bookstore to match other leading universities by bringing a meaningful quantity of Alta Gracia to your bookstore!  We’ve got regular calls where students around the country share ideas and give each other tips for their campaign – a fun way to meet and support each other and build our power in the industry! For more information, e-mail iheartaltagracia@gmail.com . Come to the USFT Convergence and meet Alta Gracia workers and learn more about this campaign!
Educate about Alta Gracia Here’s a list of educational resources about Alta Gracia – asking professors to teach about Alta Gracia as a case study can be a way to fast-track awareness on campus. Organize a Skype call directly with union leaders at Alta Gracia, host a union-made living-wage fashion show, or screen Maquilopolis and other documentaries that address exploitation in the garment industry and factories that produce the majority of the products we consume. 
Spread the word! “Like” Alta Gracia on Facebook, share photos and let your friends know about it. Join the “Picture of the Week” photo competition on Facebook – like an online Polaroid Scavenger Hunt!  Flyer, table, or make class announcements about Alta Gracia! For supplies to share, e-mail iheartaltagracia@gmail.com.  Link to USFT’s website from your group’s homepage, where folks can get the latest on the campaign. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Buy Alta Gracia! Check out Alta Gracia at your bookstore if it’s offered. Source Alta Gracia for custom-printed tees for your club, band, rugby team, church, summer camp, or workplace. Check out Ethix Merch, who custom-prints Alta Gracia online, or call or e-mail them, 508.476.5585, sales@ethixventures.com. Want to fundraise for your group? Check out Solidarity Exchange, where you can raise money by getting clubs, businesses, family friends and more to switch to sourcing living-wage apparel with Alta Gracia. 
