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Background:













United Students for Fair Trade (USFT): Our vision is to inspire a global economy that empowers communities everywhere through human relationships that are just and based on respect and dignity. We work towards our purpose through our national network of youth community organizations that advocate for Fair Trade products, policies, and principles. Our three main functions are: 1) To consolidate and coordinate the power of over 200 youth-led Fair Trade organizations; 2) To educate and empower youth organizers through leadership development, international exchanges, and conferences; and 3) To serve as a resource for USFT affiliates. 

Convergence: Our 5th International Convergence is a space to bring together students and youth activists to engage in powerful dialogue and build tangible grassroots organizing skills. The Convergence invites community youth activists to join together to deepen their understanding of Fair Trade and the Fair Trade movement through dialogue, relationships and skills building. 

The 2007 Convergence's main topics were New Perspectives, Education, Self-Empowerment, and Unity. The workshops were grounded in popular education format and addressed a wide-range of issues within the Fair Trade movement.  Some examples of past workshops include: Fair Trade 101, Fair Trade and Global Health, Creative Mobilization, Transnationalizing the Fair Trade Movement, Anti-Oppression and Activism, and Immigration and the Coffee Crisis. 

5th Annual USFT International Convergence:                                                                                                  

This year's Convergence, held in Seattle, Washington November 7th – 10th, 2008 will bring together over 300 youth organizers representing nearly two hundred student campus groups and community organizations; 20 international Fair Trade producers from various countries; and 75 Fair Trade allies. 

This year's convergence will be centered around the concept of Taking It Forward, provoking questions and analysis for what we envision the future of Fair Trade to be.  Where did we come from and where are we going within the Fair Trade movement?  What is our location as individuals, our location within the Fair Trade movement and within the greater communities in which we live?  And lastly, where are we going: what are we striving towards as a movement and as global citizens?

USFT will continue the tradition of Popular Education by facilitating workshops where all experiences are valued and where all voices can be heard.  In our space no one person has all the answers; we are all teachers and learners.  As a group we will work to exchange ideas and experiences surrounding the Fair Trade movement.  Therefore conveners will guide discussions within the workshop space and strive to make workshops as participatory and experiential as possible.

Appendices:                                                                                                                                                             

· What do we mean “Popular Education”? (pg 5) 

· 2007 USFT Convergence Concept Piece (pg 6)

· 2007 USFT Convergence Goals (pg 7)

· USFT Purpose, Vision and Values (pg 8)

Call for Proposals:                                                                                                                                                   

This manual has been created for the use of companies, organizations or individuals who may wish to facilitate a focused workshop discussion. In order to submit a workshop proposal please email the Workshop Proposal Form before or by October 17th, 2008 to the contact information below:

workshop.usft@gmail.com

Stephanie Adler




or
Ashley Edens

Co-Coordinator USFT 2008 Convergence


Co-Coordinator USFT 2008 Convergence 

Tel: 206.290.1961




 Tel: 206.276.4677

Proposal Details:                                                                                                                                                     

Invitation of Proposals: The Convergence Programming Committee is accepting proposals for workshop sessions. Successful proposals are those that seriously address an issue or issues related to the exchange of a dialogue that deeply explore the Fair Trade movement. Workshops will focus on sharing diverse experiences and techniques in activism. The Convergence strives to embody the principles of popular education, supporting learning that is participatory, experiential, rooted in dialogue, and drawing on the experience and perception of all participants. 

Proposal Deadline: The Call for Proposals will close on October 17th, 2008. All proposals must be submitted via email to Workshop.usft@gmail.com. 

Logistics: 

· Length: Each workshop will be one hour and forty five minutes. Facilitators are encouraged to limit presentation time to thirty minutes and the remaining time be dedicated to dialogue and a shared experience. 

· Size: The size of the workshop limited to a maximum of 25 participants in order to create an environment in favor of open dialogue. 

· Format: Conveners will be expected to avoid PowerPoint presentations and lecture style workshops. Workshops should be highly interactive. 

Honoraria for Presenters: Presenters are expected to be registered participants of the Convergence; however, we will work creatively to ensure that all accepted facilitators are able to attend the event regardless of financial limitations. Please do not hesitate to contact Stephanie Adler at workshop.usft@gmail.com or 206-290-1961 with any questions in regards to this matter. You may register by visiting: www.usft.org/convergence  

Participation Limits: The Convergence programming committee seeks the participation of as many presenters as possible and would like conference participants to have the opportunity to invite a broad array of facilitators. 

Selection Criteria: Proposals will be considered and reviewed based on: 1) their consistency with the vision of the Convergence; 2) the relevance of the topic to current events in the Fair Trade movement; and 3) facilitation compatible with Popular Education. The Convergence Programming Committee may suggest collaboration of applicants between conveners with closely aligned programming visions. 

· Exploring the Movement: Proposals must be related to and take a deep look at the current Fair Trade movement, creating an atmosphere that fosters development of new and exciting ideas. 

· Relevance to Workshop Themes: 

1. Grasping our location: individuals and the movement: This initial block of workshops should set the tone for the entire weekend by providing an invigorating framework for convergence participants of all levels. 

· Privilege & Anti-Oppression: stimulating participants to examine their place in society, incorporating an anti-oppressive framework into our organizing and Fair Trade 

· Fair Trade, Past & Present: taking a deeper look at the movement and its roots, as well as how the movement has evolved and what other movements developed from similar roots. 

· Values & Standards: what are the values that form the basis of Fair Trade, what standards have we set to address these values, and how do these standards function?  What are coops, cooperativism, social premiums, and other Fair Trade values and standards?

2. Grassroots and skill building exercises: The most frequent request we receive is to offer workshops that provide tangible skills and can be applied in school, work and social justice campaigns. To that end, we want to provide a space where participants and presenters can share with one another experience and ideas to strengthen everyone's concrete skills for organizing around justice issues. Examples of workshops that would fall into this category are: Group-building; choosing and planning campaigns; escalation; fundraising; media relations and how to get media coverage; coalition-building; incorporating anti-oppression into group dynamics and organizing; choosing a target & interacting with university and corporate administrations; framing the message and demands; direct action training. Grassroots training should enable Convergence participants to effectively leverage individual's passions into collective action, counter political cynicisms by putting real people in the process, and humanize complex international issues into participant's everyday actions.

We will also have workshops in this session addressing specific campaigns that students can organize around.  These include product-specific campaigns organizing around coffee, sugar, rice, and other products.  We also want to bring in different campaigns and sorts of activism that students can engage in including activism off campus, interfaith organizing, the Real Food Challenge, and ideas like Fair Trade Universities.

3. Fair Trade: Taking It Forward: It is important to critically question and analyze any movement that is consistently confronted by outside forces and challenges.  For us to understand why we organize around Fair Trade, we must question where the movement stands now and analyze what we hope to see for the future.  What is Fair Trade now and what can it be?  What are the possibilities for Fair Trade and the movement for the future?  What are the current boundaries of Fair Trade and how can we make Fair Trade more accessible while keeping in line with our commitments?  What sort of compromises will the movement be asked to make; and how do we successfully grow as a movement while maintaining our values and integrity? How can we build stronger coalitions with other justice-oriented movements?  How viable is Fair Trade in a globalized economy? What does the changing role of producers in the movement and with corporations look like?  How can Fair Trade continue to evolve into what we envision it to be? These questions and others will be addressed through space for ideas, opinions, and dialogue about our visions for the Fair Trade movement and the structure of Fair Trade.

· Dedication to Popular Education: Proposals must be designed to celebrate that participants are both teachers and learners who are actively engaged in thinking and contributing. A focus will be on dialogue and mutual interaction, excluding lecture-style presentations. 

. 

What do we mean "Popular Education?"                                                                                                            

Literally, popular education means education by the people, with the people, and for the people. It challenges the traditional way of "teaching" people, through an "education" that makes participants passive learners; one that silences them and makes them conform to what is being taught. Through this method, attitudes and social structures are challenged to listen to all experiences, backgrounds, and thought processes of those participating. 

Leading a Popular Education Workshop*: In order to create a space where all participants can add to a conversation, conveners (workshop leaders) must present opportunities for interaction. This can be done through educational games, presenting questions to the group for discussion, case studies, and small group activities and presentation. 

The learning process may result in a format that was not anticipated by the convener. This does not mean that the educator operates without a plan or without objectives, but that he or she is ready for the process to develop in a different way. What does matter is that the process be critical, democratic, and oriented to making changes that are relevant to the participants. The proof of a democratic process is that it can lead to actions or objectives that the organizer or convener did not plan.

The important part of leading a popular education workshop is creating a space in which everyone is comfortable with and allowed to share their ideas, opinions, and experiences in a manner that allows participants to learn from each other. 

Additional Popular Education Websites                                                                                                              

· http://www.faireconomy.org/econ/index.html
· http://www.pepe.org/subdir/poped.html
· http://www.law.harvard.edu/programs/lwp/eb/poped.pdf
· Some of this information came from the website www.pepe.org.


The United Students for Fair Trade 2008 International Convergence will be held in Seattle, WA from November 7-10. The Convergence is a gathering of students, producers, and other key members of the Fair Trade movement, open to anyone and everyone with an interest in fair trade and social justice. This year's theme is “taking it forward.” The idea behind “taking it forward” is to continue creating new goals and new interpretations of what Fair Trade is and should be: taking it beyond the limits of consumerism, to critiquing and imagining alternative food systems, to making fair trade more accessible, to exploring participants' visions of trade justice. We want every participant to leave this convergence with the confidence, knowledge, awareness, and inspiration to take action. 

Anti-Oppression: Framing the Movement 

Anti-oppression is key to building the best fair trade movement we can. We will start the weekend with anti-oppression workshops to learn from one another in open discussions about systems of oppression and how we can actively combat them. Through analyzing power dynamics among student activists and all members of the Fair Trade movement, participants will be able to work more effectively together, and utilize all group members’ input and skills. We don't believe in the classic student teacher power dynamic—every Convergence participant has something to teach and something to learn. We hope to use anti-oppression discussions and a popular education approach as a way to frame the rest of the weekend's work and help everyone get the most out of the Convergence. 

Forging Connections

The convergence is an incredible opportunity to meet fair trade activists from all over the world. This is a chance to build regional solidarity by forming more strategic relationships among university, community college, and high school students, building networks for mutual campaign support, and strengthening regional networks. The producer-student connection is also a central component of the Convergence—producers and students claiming an active role together in the movement is both powerful and necessary. Producers and students are not beholden to businesses or organizations, but can demand justice and equity on their own terms. Because of their unique positions within the movement, it is essential for direct dialogue and active listening to take place between students and producers in order for collaborative action to happen.   

Building Skills

An critically important goal of this Convergence is sharing and building on participants' organizing skills. Together, we can strategize to increase our collective ability to make change. We want to focus on campaigns important to our participants by sharing our experiences and the knowledge we've gained through action. Participants should leave the Convergence with the skills they need so that they can move forward with new ideas, and also the confidence to break new ground when those ideas are translated into actions. As a part of building that knowledge and forming connections to other key components of the movement, representatives of different companies, cooperatives, and organizations will demonstrate the various directions in which Fair Trade is expanding, and share their knowledge of different Fair Trade products, markets, and movement building.

USFT Organizational Information:







                   

Purpose:

USFT is a collaboration of students and youth working towards empowerment of students and producer communities through the Fair Trade principles, products, and policies.

Vision:

To inspire a global economy that empowers communities everywhere through human relationships that are just and based on respect and dignity.

Values:


The following are a set of values that guide our actions. We strive to embody these principles in our work, our coalition, and ourselves. 

1. Fair Trade: We work towards the key elements of Fair Trade, locally and globally. Fair Trade is a trading partnership, based on dialogue, accountability, and respect, which seeks greater equity in trade. It contributes to sustainable development by securing rights and offering better trading conditions to marginalized producers and workers. 

2. Anti-Oppression: We struggle to understand and to actively combat racism, classism, gender discrimination, heterosexism, ageism and other forms of oppression. We must be mindful of and challenge the elements of privilege and power not only on a global level, but also within our own organizational structures and ourselves.

3. Listening to Understand: We work to build positive relationships between people and across boundaries. We strive to listen and promote understanding and dialogue across difference. 

4. Guidance by Local Knowledge: We strive to remain rooted in the local experience and action of students, producers, NGOs, and businesses working to expand awareness of and demand for Fair Trade. 

5. Awareness of Context: We recognize the context, history, and landscape of the Fair Trade movement in which we work, and we recognize other initiatives working towards social justice. 

6. Diversity: We respect and value diversity in our work, our organization, and the Fair Trade movement as a whole. Diversity of representation, such as of ethnicity, gender, and class, as well as of individual experience and perspective, is an essential component of validating the Student Fair Trade Movement. 

7. Mutual Exchange: We value a mutual exchange of information and experience. We strive to nurture constructive dialogues between everyone involved in expanding Fair Trade. 

8. Making Connections: We strive to make connections between Fair Trade Certified products and other initiatives that support local economies and cooperative forms of production and trade, and initiatives that shape a fair global economy that promote sustainable livelihoods. 

9. Sustainability: We organize for a more sustainable form of global trade that benefits producers as well as the natural environment.  We believe that protecting the human environment is a critical empowerment and human rights issue on the ground and in our communities. 

10. Celebration: We celebrate each success, large and small, that builds hope in the struggle for a global economy that nurtures human beings and communities.  
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